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Forward-Looking Statements

This presentation contains certain forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties, including, but not limited
to, statements regarding solid-state storage technology, storage interfaces, business strategy, growth opportunities, market
adoption, demand for digital storage and market trends. Forward-looking statements should not be read as a guarantee of
future performance or results, and will not necessarily be accurate indications of the times at, or by, which such performance
or results will be achieved, if at all. Forward-looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual
performance or results to differ materially from those expressed in or suggested by the forward-looking statements.

Key risks and uncertainties include volatility in global economic conditions, actions by competitors, business conditions,
growth in our markets, product development, pricing trends and fluctuations in average selling prices, and other risks and
uncertainties listed in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) and available on the SEC’s website
at www.sec.gov, including our most recently filed periodic report, to which your attention is directed. We do not undertake
any obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future
developments or otherwise, except as required by law.
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Western Digital — A Leader in High-Performance

Storage

Western Digital.

A market leader with industry’s
broadest product portfolio

Portfolio — storage systems, SSDs,
HDDs, embedded and removable
flash memory

Vertically integrated business model
for operational efficiency

© 2019 Western Digital Corporation or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

High performance storage
solutions leader driving long-term
profitable growth

Western Digital.

With a portfolio of leading brands
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Leading Portfolio Breadth and Depth

Solutions to Capture, Preserve, Access and Transform Data

JBOD & JBOF Storage Servers Object Storage Systems All-Flash & Hybrid Arrays NVMe-over-Fabric Storage

| P et
Ultrastar
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DC SN630

Memory Extension Enterprise Enterprise Client Client Network Attached Direct-Attached

Drive SSD HDD SSD HDD Storage & Personal Cloud Storage
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Data Interaction iIs Changing

Data Held Captive by Single Application Data Pooled and Shared by Multiple Applications

create
| transform
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2019 Is the Year of NVMe!

* NVMe Understanding and Awareness

* |s current storage infrastructure adequate?

* Where is NVMe deployed now?

* Where will NVMe be found in the future?

* What'’s inhibiting greater NVMe deployment?
* Is the business case clear?

* What can vendors to help accelerate adoption?

Western Digital.

Or is it?
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2019 Is the Year of NVMe! Or is it?
NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage

Survey of Practitioners across Organizations & Geographies

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

More than 5,000 employees 27%
1,000 to 5,000 employees
250 to 1,000 employees

50 to 250 employees
0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Fewer than 50 employees 29%

UK 35%

Rest of Europe

USA

_ , Rest of World

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics —
F.
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NVMe Understanding and Awareness

| have good knowledge of
NVMe storage

Strongly Disagree /
Disagree

78% 8%

Strongly Agree
/Agree

| understand which workloads

benefit from using NVMe
Strongly Disagree /
Disagree
82% 8%
Strongly Agree
[Agree

| have confidence that NVMe storage
is mainstream-ready

Strongly Disagree /

Disagree

@

Strongly Agree
IAgree

Western Digital © 2019 Western Digital Corporation or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

| know how to make a good business
case for NVMe investment

Strongly Disagree /
Disagree

Strongly Agree
/Agree

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics

F.

8/14/2019 8
Flash Memory Summit



State of Current Storage Infrastructure
Existing storage might work today, but maybe not in the future

Q: How would you regard your current storage environment in terms of?

Efficiency Ease of management Reliability Longevity of service

. 27%

| EZ X
Does is work today? Will it work tomorrow?
Ability to support current Ability to scale as current Suitability to meet future
application requirements demands grow application needs

54%

. Lacking/Not Very Good

Very Good/Good
. NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics
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Where Is NVMe Deployed Today?

Some of the usual suspects; but how ubiquitous is it given its age”?

Q: How far have you deployed NVMe to support workloads in the following areas?

Very low latency sensitive transaction systems Business critical real-time analytics in particular

16% 3% 15% 7%

LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL LIMITED BUT
EXPANDING REMAIN SO EXPANDING

LIMITED AND WILL
REMAIN SO

Demanding analytics workloads

16% 17% %

LIMITED BUT
EXPANDING

LIMITED AND WILL
REMAIN SO

WIDE USE

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics m
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Where Is NVMe Deployed Today?

Less in where you’d think

Q: How far have you deployed NVMe to support workloads in the following areas?

Al and/or ML systems The widespread deployment of containers

8% 13% 4% 8% 10% 5%

LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL
Sl EXPANDING REMAIN SO WIDE USE

LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL
EXPANDING REMAIN SO

Data intensive modelling | engineering systems

15% 7%

LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL
EXPANDING REMAIN SO

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics m
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Where Is NVMe Deployed Today?
Maybe not where you’d think

Q: How far have you deployed NVMe to support workloads in the following areas?

General business applications Across the board/life, the universe and everything

21% 11% 18% 5%

LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL
EXPANDING REMAIN SO EXPANDING REMAIN SO

0 0
18% 7% 5%
LIMITED BUT LIMITED AND WILL
EXPANDING REMAIN SO

WIDE USE

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics m

Western Digital © 2019 Western Digital Corporation or its affiliates. All rights reserved. ' _8/14/2019
Flash Memory Summit

12



Where Will NVMe Be Found In the Future?

“Past performance is no guarantee of future results...”

Q: How far have you deployed NVMe to support workloads in the following areas?

NVMe established workloads
0 0
L 15% 15% 15% 140 0/ L 15%
12%
0, 0, 0,
0 : 0 : - . . . s
Demanding analytics Business critical real-time Very low latency sensitive Large virtual machine Large desktop visualisation Data intensive modelling |
workloads analytics in particular transaction systems environments solutions engineering systems
NVMe as standard NVMe for cutting edge workloads
19% 0 0
15% 15% . 17% 17%
110/0 ! 9% . Ontheagenda
. . . Potential future use
General business Across the board/life, the The widespread deployment Al and/or
applications universe and everything of containers ML systems

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics ED
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What’s Inhibiting Greater NVMe Deployment?

Infrastructure is team sport, technically and financially

Q: How much do the following stand in the way of NVMe?

The current state of the server systems Current network unable to handle NVMe
already deployed and NVMe-oF Pushback from finance/procurement

26% 349,

SIGNIFICANT  causes

17% 530, 16% 19,

SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT CAUSES

CAUSES

INHIBITER FRICTION INHIBITER FRICTION INHIBITER FRICTION

Recent storage platform investments Inability to make a convincing business case
The technical maturity of NVMe solutions elsewhere (AFA etc) for investment

13% 28% 10% 27% 7% 25%

SIGNIFICANT  causes SIGNIFICANT  causes SIGNIFICANT  causes

INHIBITER FRICTION INHIBITER FRICTION INHIBITER FRICTION

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics m
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What’s Inhibiting Greater NVMe Deployment?

Financial timelines and/Zor business needs are clear considerations

Q: How likely are the following Business or IT events to trigger the acquisition of NVMe

Solutions?
5 e
IT infrastructure refresh _—-Iz%

Storage refresh / End of life _—-l3% B e
New business appiications - [FE A8 s T
Business application upgrade / migration _—_- B ochnce

Vendor offers - [T [ERERNNSSEN Y .

Business threats from competitors’ investment -_—_

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics m
|
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Too Many People Are Unsure of Too Many Things
The need for education and thought leadership remains

Q: How much do you agree with the following statements?

We are committed to deploying NVMe storage We see a clear role for NVMe-oF (over Fabric)
Strongly Disagree
37% 4 ngree
21% '
18% - y
0
14% 9% Strongly Agree
B e |
STRONGLY AGREE AGREE NEUTRAL/UNSURE DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE Our suppliers are Oﬁeﬁng viable NVMe-oF solutions

Strongly Disagree

Q
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Too Many People Are Unsure of Too Many Things
Vendors need to do a better job in educating the marketplace

Q: How much do the following
stand in the way of NVMe?

The availability of suitable solutions

160/0 31%

SIGNIFICANT L

INHIBITER FRICTION

Western Digital © 2019 Western Digital Corporation or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Q: How much do you agree or disagree
with the following statement?

Our suppliers are offering viable NVMe solutions
Strongly Disagree

| Disagree

Strongly Agree
[Agree

NVMe: Perception and Real World Usage, July 2019 — Freeform Dynamics

F.
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The Business Case Must Be Clear

NVMe is not about technology, It’s about driving business success

f,‘iz
Ly "5
FdS

hy
-

% Crivrrant and Critnira
t Current and Future

Companies E;.\CFOSS any industry Data Held Captive by Single Application Data Pooled and Shared by Multiple Applications
that aggressively leverage data

can transform their businesses

create
.\ transform

create

create store

transform § capture

deliver

By placing Data @ the Center of
your business, you can unlock

the latent value of your data and store |
drive business opportunity

access create

NVMe and NVMe-oF™ are the store
technologies that will make data
sharing practical and ubiquitous

create

transform

Ultimately, everyone must be able to articulate the business value of NVMe in order for it to achieve market success

Flash Memory Summit
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Western Digital.

Architecting Data Infrastructure for the Zettabyte Age
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